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DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF AL CHILDREN







1) New Hib Cases, 2 Deaths
2) AAP Responds to Breastfeeding Article in The Atlantic 



New Hib Cases, 2 Deaths 

The Philadelphia Department of Public Health has announced that five cases of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) invasive disease occurred in children in Pennsylvania since October 2008, resulting in two deaths. All of these cases were in unvaccinated or under-vaccinated children. One of the children, an unvaccinated 4-year-old child whose family belongs to a religious community that eschews medical care, died of bacterial meningitis due to Hib in March 2009. 

These cases, along with the five cases of invasive Hib disease reported in Minnesota in 2008, are a reminder of the severity of Hib disease and the risk to children who are unimmunized or partially immunized. The resurgence of invasive Hib disease has occurred during a nationwide Hib vaccine shortage that began in December 2007 and may have resulted from an increase in Hib carriage with transmission to non-protected children. Therefore, it is critically important that children receive the primary three-dose Hib vaccine series on schedule during this shortage. Minimum recommended intervals between doses of the Hib vaccine primary series should be used to bring children who are behind schedule up to date. Until the vaccine shortage is resolved, the booster dose normally given at 12 through 15 months of age should be deferred except for high-risk children. High-risk children should receive the 12 through 15 month dose on schedule. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published a Health Advisory on March 18 which provides additional information on meeting the challenge of providing the 3-dose primary series during the Hib vaccine shortage. 

AAP News addressed the Hib vaccine shortage, recent cases and catch-up recommendations in the March issue. 

The AAP issued an alert on the Minnesota cases of Hib in January. 

AAP Responds to Breastfeeding Article in The Atlantic 

You may have seen an interview on the Today show about breastfeeding based on an article that appears in the April issue of The Atlantic, entitled "The Case Against Breast-Feeding" by reporter Hanna Rosin. AAP President Dr. David Tayloe Jr. submitted the following letter to the editor of The Atlantic in response. 

Letters to the editor
The Atlantic
Submitted via email 

In the article, "The Case Against Breast-Feeding" by Hanna Rosin, the author skims the literature and has omitted many recent statements including the 2005 statement of the American Academy of Pediatrics which supports the value of breastfeeding for most infants. This policy references every statement with scientific evidence from over 200 articles which meet scientific standards for accuracy and rigor. The statement was meticulously reviewed by the Section on Breastfeeding, the Committee on Nutrition and numerous other committees and approved by the Board of Directors of the Academy. Breastfeeding and Maternal and Infant Health Outcomes in Developed Countries, a study released by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (the AHRQ Report) strongly supports the evidence of benefits demonstrated in the breastfeeding research. The evidence for the value of breastfeeding is scientific, it is strong, and it is continually being reaffirmed by new research work. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics encourages women to make an informed decision about feeding their infants based on scientifically established information from credible resources. 

David T. Tayloe, Jr., MD, FAAP
President
American Academy of Pediatrics 
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This e-mail contains timely information that may directly impact your practice. This content may also generate interest from the public and the media. Please do not reply to this message, it was sent from an unmonitored e-mail address. In-depth coverage of these items can be found by clicking on the related links. Member Center access requires you to log into the Member Center using your AAP member ID and password. Please note that not all e-mail software will recognize links; you may need to copy and paste a link into your Web browser to view it properly.. 
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