NYC DOHMH Child Fatality Review Team Report - Summary
*While data presented are specific to NYC children, trends and contributing factors to injury-related deaths among children are relevant in other counties.

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene recently released its second annual Child Fatality Review Team report. Deaths due to injuries are the leading contributor to child deaths nationally and in NYC. For years 2001 through 2006, injury-related deaths made up over one quarter of fatalities among NYC children aged one to 12 years.  

A retrospective review of these preventable deaths found fires to be the second leading cause of unintentional child injury-related deaths in NYC after motor vehicle accidents, and the leading cause of death to children in the home. From 2001-2006, 66 child fire-related deaths occurred, resulting from 43 residential fires. Fire-related death rates for black children were nearly twice that of whites and more than three times that of Hispanic children. Eighty-five percent of fire-related deaths were unintentional with one quarter of all child deaths resulting from children playing with matches or lighters; the majority of these fires set in the child’s bedroom.  Almost all (89%) children who died in a fire were under supervision, meaning an adult was in the household. Candles, overloaded outlets, faulty wiring, cooking accidents and smoking were additional contributors to residential fires. A functioning smoke detector was found in just one quarter of residences where a child fire-related death occurred. Findings show that nearly two-thirds (64%) of child victims died from smoke inhalation, and that fires were most common in winter months and during overnight hours.  Illegal conversion of residence and illegal occupancies contributed to over a quarter (28%) of the fires that resulted in child deaths.  

The report contains a comprehensive list of recommendations to increase child safety and reduce the occurrence of fire-related child deaths. Recommendations for parents and health care providers include:

Parents

· Begin to talk to your children as early as possible about fire safety. Very young children are capable of starting fires.

· Discuss child fire safety and review fire safety plans with others caregivers in your home such as babysitters and relatives.

Health Care Providers

· Discuss fire hazards and fire ignition sources (lighters, matches, candles, stoves, overloaded outlets, etc.) when talking to parents about child-proofing one’s home.

· At each well child visit, counsel parents about fire and scald burn prevention including adequate supervision, use and placement of smoke detectors, escape plans, safe cooking procedures, safe behavior in fires and initial treatment of burns.

Other recommendations for fire prevention education and legislation, and key safety messages are presented in the report. 

The CRFT is chaired by the DOHMH and includes representatives from: Administration for Children’s Services, Department of Education, NYPD and the Office of Chief Medical Examiner as well as child welfare and medical experts appointed by the Mayor, the City Council Speaker and the Public Advocate.

the full report is available at:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/episrv/episrv-childfatality-book08.pdf 
